
                DRAFT MINUTES TO BE VERIFIED AT THE NEXT MEETING  


NETHERAVON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 8th Sept 2011 at 7 pm
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Members of the Public voiced their opinion that the tender put out to contractors showed that the Parish Council had ignored the views of residents made at the on-site consultation meeting with local residents over the removal of trees to extend the Millennium Park. The Chairman explained that written objections from the public to the original application had been independently adjudicated by Wiltshire Planning Authorities, and that the amended application which gained consent, had taken these into account. He also explained that the Council had asked contractors to quote for all the work required under the planning application so that the exact content could subsequently be adjusted to match the funding available and the Councils views.  In order to inform their views and decision making the Council had held an on-site consultation and the councillors present had listened to the views of local residents.  These views would be considered as a part of the Councils deliberation at this meeting. The Chairman reminded those present that the Parish Council represented all village residents. This work had been initiated due to suggestions from a residents survey that the park needed opening up to improve visibility from the public road, hopefully deterring anti-social behaviour and encouraging more children and families to make use of the park.  He also reminded the meeting that the original recommendation to remove all non-indigenous fir trees had been made by the Wiltshire Council tree specialist. 

A member of the public referring to the proposed A345 footpath to Harefield Crescent, stated that the owners of the Stables ground adjoining the A345 were totally opposed to the path encroaching on their property and strongly suggested that it should be sited on MOD land to the western side of the A345. The Council noted this comment.

Apologies: Cllr Burke.
112/11
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Cllr Blair-Pilling item 102/11 - Planning. 

Cllr Mrs Hayward West item 118/11 - Millennium Park Expansion

113/11
VERIFY LAST MINUTES 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last Parish Council meetings held on 21st July and 25th August 2011 be accepted as correct. 

114/11
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Royston reported that Netheravon had been very quiet lately with only one traffic accident, theft of milk and theft from a parked car. The new police non-emergency number from 19th Sept 2011 will be 101. The police are keeping a constant eye on the Millennium Park for anti-social behaviour, which had been very quiet this summer. It was agreed that the local police would liase with Sarsen Housing about abandon vehicles on their estates. The Clerk was requested to contact the police reference a police presence to control traffic during the Remembrance Day wreath laying ceremony at the war memorial in November.

115/11
ARMY LIAISON OFFICER REPORT
Lt Col Linge reported that the Defence Review was having an effect with financial constraints and redundancies. Two Brigades were coming back from Germany but not being garrisoned here. Fly tipping on the Plain was a constant problem but recently two major culprits had been caught and fined heavily. Illegal off roading was another problem with six motorcycles seized so far. Progress with erecting way markers continues at a rate of 20 – 30 signs a month. A councillor reported military rubbish from a recent exercise at Mile Ball woods.

116/11
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cllr Howard reminded the Council that they should put their bids in for grant funding up to £1,000 per parish to defray costs of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in June 2012. Proposals to reduce the top management at Wiltshire Council are being considered in an effort to save costs.
117/11
HAREFIELD CRESCENT FOOTPATH

The Chairman reported that the Council had received a request from the residents of Harefield Crescent for a pathway to provide access to the village and independent advice and his own enquiries indicated that the Netheravon Enclosure Act dated 16th April 1790 states that the public road extending south from Netheravon to Figheldean known as the Amesbury road has a breadth of 40 feet in respect of right of way. The Chairman stated he understood that it is the duty of Wiltshire Council to provide a safe footpath for residents. The Clerk was tasked with writing to Wiltshire Highways on the subject forwarding all the historic legal evidence for the 40-foot width of the A345 road.  The Chairman noted that although some planning activity had been initiated to consider various route options, at this stage it was important to establish the Wiltshire Council’s position regarding rights and responsibilities. 

118/11
MILLENNIUM PARK EXPANSION

Cllr Mrs Hayward West declared an interest in this item and left the room during voting.

The Chairman reported that the Contractor to carryout the work to remove the trees in the old allotment adjacent to the Millennium Park had been selected and would commence work from the first of October. The Clerk informed the Council that the last tenant owned the present main metal gate to the site and would be taking it with him when he vacated the site at the end of this month. 

After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the following work was required:

Option 1. Carry out all work as detailed in schedule.


Option 2.



a. Remove main gate and replace with metal railings



b. The group of three Ash trees on western side of site to remain.



c. Remove all fir trees and ivy screen on eastern side



d. Replace with indigenous mature hedge and repair railings on eastern side



e. The three remaining Chestnut trees to remain (state of health check at a later date)

It was also suggested that the present park pedestrian gate should be made a kissing gate to deter motorcycles and bicycles from entering the park. The Chairman agreed to look at this with the contractor. The Clerk was requested to inform the contractor and arrange a suitable date this month for an on site discussion before the work starts. Also write to Mr Pateman to thank him for clearing the site ready for the contractor.

119/11
SPEED SIGNAGE CHOULSTON ROAD

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had received a letter from a resident of Netheravon pointing out the bad state of highway speed signage on the Choulston Road to Airfield Camp. One 30 mph sign entering Netheravon was badly obscured by trees rendering it totally invisible and the speed de-restriction signs exiting the village were both missing. The Clerk was requested to write to Mr Stansby at Wiltshire Council on the subject and copy the letter to Mr Gough.
120/11
PLANNING

Cllr Blair Pilling declared an interest in this item and handed over to the Clerk to read out the applications.

Proposed New Planning Applications
E/2011/1061/FUL Single storey side extension and erection of front porch at 610 Thorne Rd.

Parish Council Remarks:
No objections

E/2011/1099/TCA Works to tree in conservation area at The Old Brewery House, High Street.

Parish Council Remarks:
No objections
Planning Applications Granted by Wiltshire Council

E/11/0617/FUL Remove conservatory and replace with two-storey extension. Rebuild rear conservatory at 614 Thorne Rd, Netheravon.

E/11/0726/TCA Removal of limb of a willow tree overhanging the driveway of Chardan, High Street, Netheravon.

E/2011/1099/TCA Works to trees in conservation area at Saddlers Cottage, High Street.

121/11
FINANCE 


Cheques authorised since the last meeting:


Hurdcott Landscapes – Grass Cutting
 July


£200.40


Cllr Mrs Mitchell – Library Photo Album


£40.19


Hurdcott Landscapes – Grass Cutting
 Aug


£200.40


Mr Dyer – Petty Cash





£34.45


Donations
A request for £150 had been received from TCAP to support the annual funding of a Coordinating Manager. It was RESOLVED to donate £150 to support the TCAP for the next year.


Chairman’s Bank Check
The Chairman carried out periodic bank reconciliation and confirmed the Parish Council bank accounts were correct as at 31st July 2011.

Parish Council Funds and Accounts

On the 31st Aug 2011 the Parish Council total funds stood at £25,796.00

122/11 VILLAGE HALL HEATERS

The Chairman reported that the Village Hall required five new storage heaters to replace the original inefficient storage heaters. The estimated cost was around £400 each. After some discussion it was RESOLVED that Netheravon Parish Council would purchase 3 of the new storage heaters. The Clerk was requested to inform the Hall Committee.

123/11
JUBILEE AND OLYMPICS 2012

The Chairman reported on his initial meeting with the PCC and Working Men’s Club to discuss the framework of any village celebrations next year. The aim would to be a celebration party rather than to raise funds. The Chairman stated that he wish to involve other agencies and talented individuals within the village to organise and run the event. There may even be a case for joint co-operation with other villages. He would check on the events held in the village for the 1953 Coronation. 

After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would fund Jubilee mugs for all children resident in Netheravon up to the age of 16 years.

124/11 REPORT FROM CLERK
The Clerk reported that a Summer Play Activity Day for village children had taken place on 30th Aug 2011. This was overseen by the Tidworth Youth Development Team and took place on the school playing field by kind permission of the head teacher. Disappointingly only 8 children turned up, but they had a very rewarding 3 hours of organised play activities.

The Council have received complaints from residents of Mill Road about dog mess on the pavement. Clerk to mention in Newsletter.

New cardboard and plastic recycling collection starts in November 2011. Free green bins for those requesting them will be issued from March 2012. 

125/11 COMMITTEE REPORTS




Village Recreation & Amenities

The Chairman reported that the Play Areas Safety Inspection would take place this month. The vandalised BMX seat has been removed. The new photograph album of Netheravon historic photos is now in the library for the public to view. The Clerk was tasked with investigating the siting and cost of a simple bench along the Under Corfe track for walkers using the Great Stones Way footpath,

also rabbit clearance and filling in rabbit holes in the Millennium Park


Village Enhancement & Cemetery

Cllr Tighe reported that the grave numbers on the cemetery notice board needed updating. The war memorial wreaths need removing. The large tree on the village green needs checking. 

Cllr Mrs Mitchell and Clerk to action.

126/11
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER BODIES

Tidworth Community Area Board 

Next meeting Monday 19 Sept 2011 Castle Primary School, Ludgershall. Chairman to attend. 


Tidworth Community Area Partnership
Next meeting 9th Sept 2011 in Tidworth – Clerk to attend.

Phoenix Hall Meeting

Cllr Foskett reported that the Phoenix Hall patio and garden was now complete. The present Chair, Mrs Archer would be standing down and the Vice-Chairman would stand in until a new Chairperson could be found. Next meeting 19th Sept 2011 - Cllr Tighe to attend.

127/11
CORRESPONDENCE FOR CIRCULATION BOX
a. Invitation to Community First meeting 14th Sept in Devizes – No takers.

b. Recycling changes

c. WALC Aug newsletter

d. CPRE magazine

128/11
GENERAL PARISH MATTERS

Church Fete banner alongside A345 obscuring driver’s view exiting Old Post Office Road.


Clerk to inform PCC.

129/11
DATE FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 13th Oct 2011 commencing at 7 pm.

Chairman ………………………………………………..   Date …………………………….

